
I can’t stop dragging anchor of my vessel !
It’s going to crash into the structure !!

(About 2days ago a storm with maximum wind speed of more than 40m/s in Tokyo Bay due to a typhoon is expected, 
an  evacuation and an avoid advisory will be issued by TheCommander of the 3rd Regional Coast Guard Headquarters 
in the bay considering the time for evacuation out of the bay)

〔Measures before a typhoon or other storm approaches〕
◉ Obtain the latest weather information and objectively evaluate the risk based on factors including wind

speed and direction, wave height, and the type and performance
(mooring force, main engine horsepower, etc.)of your vessel. Then decide the method of escaping danger
(such as leaving the bay*Ⅰ, anchoring heaving to).

*Ⅰ In general, escape to an area south of a line connecting Tsurugisaki Lighthouse and Sunosaki Lighthouse where the safety of your vessel can be ensured.
◉When making anchorage, decide a suitable anchoring method and anchor chain’s length to pay out 
according to environment, and other factors.
◉Vessels not equipped with AIS must report the anchor position as necessary according to the location.
(See reverse side.)

〔Measures when a tyhoon or other storm is nearby〕
◉Continuously monitor international VHF ch.16, keep the AIS(Automatic Identification System) active at
all times, increase the number of bridge shift personnel, carry out BRM, and take other steps to ensure 
a complete anchor watch system.
◉Change the escape method and anchoring method in advance of changes in the weather, sea state, or
other changes.
◉Actively collect information necessary for safe navigation including weather, sea state and movements 
of other vessels from operators, shipping agents, and other entities.
◉Keep equipment(such as main engines and thrusters) on standby so that they can be used at any time.
◉Utilize navigational instruments effectively*Ⅱ and take other steps for a vigilant bridge watch.

*Ⅱ <Examples of effective use of navigational instruments>
- Using a repeater compass to check heading
- Using ARPA to predict hazards
- Using AIS, GPS and ECDIS to check the ship’s position

〔Action when anchor has dragged〕
◉Take immediate action to correct dragging anchor in the early stage of it*Ⅲ

*Ⅲ <Example of immediate action to correct dragging anchor>
- Using equipment(such as main engines and thrusters) to gain control of the vessel.
- Quickly raise anchor and change the escape method to a different anchorage, heaving to, or other means.



Act on Port Regulations Article 39-3/4 *Punitive provisions apply.

Act on Port Regulations Article 39-3/4 *Punitive provisions apply.

Act on Maritime Traffic Safety applies 32-1/2 *Punitive provisions apply.

Area: Within 2 nautical miles from ［Tokyogas and JERA Ougishima LNG berth］ and [Minamihonmokuhamadouro]
(Excluding passage and some sea areas)

● Advisory for enhanced measures against dragging anchor
Criteria: When the strong winds are expected to reach the area (when a typhoon strikes) or when the wind speed of 20m/s or more

are expected. (except a typhoon strikes).
Summary: ［Advisory］(Ⅰ)Implement measures to prevent dragging anchor accidents, such as watch to international VHF CH16,

increasing the number of watchmen on the bridge, and extending the anchor chains properly.
(Ⅱ)Making efforts of early detection and early resolution of dragging anchors , and if necessary, start the 

engines to prevent collision with the facilities.
(Ⅲ)Admitting a risk of dragging anchor, shifting anchorage or heave-to at the beginning of dragging anchor 

(stepwise and multiple recommendations). 
［Order］If the advisories in (Ⅰ) Implement and /or (Ⅱ) are not complied by ship captain, an order shall be issued

for the content of the non-compliant advisories.

Area: Within 2 nautical miles from ［Tokyo International Airport］(Excluding passage and some sea areas)
Criteria: When wind speeds of 20m/s or more are expected due to approaching typhoon or other reason.
Summary:［Advisory］(Ⅰ)Do not anchor in anchoring restricted areas.

(Ⅱ)Vessels anchored in anchoring restricted areas must leave the area.
*There are no restrictions on traffic within the applicable

［Order］Vessels which do not comply with the advisories (Ⅰ) and/or (Ⅱ) will be ordered to leave the anchoring restricted area.

Area: Within 2 nautical miles from［Kazenotou］and［Umihotaru］where the Act on Maritime Traffic Safety applies
(Excluding anchoring restricted area and Tokyo Bay Aqua-Line East Fairway)

Criteria: When the wind speed of 20m/s or more are expected.
Summary: ［Advisory］(Ⅰ)Should avoid colliding with facilities related to the Tokyo Bay Aqua-Line,and ensure 

the early detection and to prevent the situation of dragging anchors,by taking strict 
safety measures to prevent dragging anchor incidents,such as keeping a watch on VHF CH16,
increasing the number of crew on bridge navigational watch,using appropriate length of shackles,
engines and thrusters,and maintaining AIS in operation.

(Ⅱ)Should establish the contact system for arranging tugboats in case of an emergency. 
［Order］If the advisories in (Ⅰ) Implement and /or (Ⅱ) are not complied by ship captain, an order shall be issued

for the content of the non-compliant advisories.

● Advisory not to anchor (for those ships: high freeboard and loading capacity of 10% or less)
Criteria: When high winds are expected to reach the area (time during a typhoon) or when wind speed is expected more than 20m/s 

(except time during a typhoon).
Summary: ［Advisory］(Ⅰ)Vessels shall not anchor in reinforced dragging anchor prevention area .

(Ⅱ)Vessels are to leave the area when she anchored in the enhanced measures anchor area to prevent dragging 
anchor. *There are no restrictions to navigate in the area.

［Order］Vessels which do not comply with the advisories (Ⅰ) and/or (Ⅱ) will be ordered to leave the reinforced dragging
anchor prevention area.

TOKYO

Dragging Anchor Accident Prevention Areas in Tokyo Bay
In the sea areas shown below, an advisory or other information will be issued when a storm is 
approaching. Follow the instructions in the specific advisory and others.

Cosmosekiyu
sea berth

In order to ensure means of communicating with the Coast Guard,
the following vessels should report information such as their
［anchor positions］and［means of notification］to the designated
contact entity.
・When an advisory is issued in reration to a enhanced anchor 
dragging countermeasure operation areas, vessels with a gross 
tonnage of less than 500 tons(excluding ships loaded with 
dangerous goods)that are anchoring in Keihin Port Yokohama, 
Kawasaki-Ku should notify the Yokohama Coast Guard Office 

045-201-8180.

<Request for reporting of anchor position>

・When an advisory is issued in reration to an enhanced anchor 
dragging countermeasure operation areas, vessels not equipped
with AIS that are anchoring in an around Tokyo Bay Aqua-Line area
should notify the Tokyo Bay Vessel Traffic Service Center

045-225-9140.

KANAGAWA

CHIBA

［Legend］

・・・Traffic Route

・・・Passage

・・・Anchoring prohibited area

・・・Voluntary anchoring restricted area

*For details, refer to the leaflet from the

Yokohama Coast Guard Office concerning the reinforced dragging anchor prevention areas.


